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Many thanks go out to all who attended the Christmas Dinner on Saturday, 
December 7, 2013 held at the Watsonville Women's Club. There was a total of 
119 adults and l child served. Many thanks to Peter Kovacich and the Knights 
of Columbus for the very delicious dinner! 

Thanks also go out to all the helpers ~ Helen Marinovich Ukestad and Norma 
Hansen on selling raffle tickets, Mary Marinovich Siefke on selling drink tickets, 
Agnes Gospodnetic Mifsud on dessert serving and decorations, along with Mike 
Mifsud and Steve Be/ick on calling out ra ffle tickets. Also, thanks to the bartenders 
John Vodanovich and Ted Nizenkoff. 

As yon can see from above, there is a missing name, Nina Matidich. Nina could 
not make the dinner due to health concerns, ami we would like to wish her best of inch 
to a speedy recovery. As everyone knows, Nina is a huge part of S. A.C.G., and would 
be very hard to continue putting on the events without her. 

At this time, we, the officers of S.A.C.O., wit! not h-. renewing onr posts for the 
upcoming year. 

We would like to extend onr most heartfelt thtatky to all the members for supporting 
and making S.A.C.O. so successful for 3 year ■ 

We wish everyone a healthy and Happy Ne-r : ■ Srennt Neva Godina! 


Steve Belick 




CORRESPONDENCE 


S.A.C.O. SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT ~ 2013 THANK YOU! 

Dear S.A.C.O., 

Thank you very much for the scholarship, it has helped me a lot! 1 am attending Cabrilh 
College and hope to transfer to a university. My major is Fire Technology. I look forward 
to one day being a local firefighter and serving onr community. 

1 am proud of my Croatian heritage and thankful that you have picked me for a 
scholarship. My family is very proud that 1 will be attending college, as I will he one of 
the first in the family to go to college and follow my dream. 

Thank you again for this scholarship and opportunity! 




Most Sincerely, 

Ambrose (A.J.) Smith HI 
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S.A.C.O. Christmas Dinner 

December 7, 20L3 


DESSERTS 


PRIZES 


Norma Hansen 
Calliy Pekoch Svhimpeler 
Karen Befick 
S.A.C.O. 

Geri Anne Simmons 
Helen Marinovich Ukestad 
Teresa DelPiern 
Pat Gospodnetieh Solano 
Lillian Jercich Nielsen 
Frank Harris 
Deborah Davis 
Susan Radio Gaficghe? 
Christina Jns'is Garcia 
Betty Jones 
Grace Taylor 
John <£• Jelka Baser 
Slarica Hasanovich Zc.hr: 
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Norma Hansen 
Frances Heick 
Site Bloom 
S.A.C.O. 

Betty Kosovia Bobeda 
Steve Belick 
Ted Nizenkoff 
Anne Lakrich Dohler 
Bob Leonardich 
John Vodanovich 
John Lakrich 
Steve M illicit 
Tom Simmons 
Helen Xlorinovich Ukestad 
A!e.< Solano 
LUlinn Jercich Nielsen 
jiuiy Carey Fiskamp 
Mark Davis 

Christina Justus Garcia 
John Taylor 
Betty Jones 
Nila Gizdicii 

Frances Matidich Osorio 
Valerie Justus Rascnni 
Hans Clans 
Frank Harris 
Ann Moresco 
Virginia Vukasovich 


HVALA PUNCH TO EVERYONE WHO SO KSNDLY FURNISHES 
ALL OF THE WONDERFUL PRIZES AND THE BEiCSCUS 
DESSERTS TO COMPLETE OUR CHRiSTHlSAS DINNER. 






IN MEMORIAM 


ANITA JANO VIDAK 

96years - September 16, 2013 ~ Watsonville, CA 
Mother of Lttane 

Many cousins, nieces and nephews 


LUCY "LUCE"BASOR 



99 years - November 30, 2013 ~ Watsonville, CA 
Mother of John, Stella, Ann and Lttci 
H Grandchildren 
5 Great-Grandchildren 


















This Adriatic beauty is so very special and so much to offer —from ancient hill towns to 
truffles to the best of olive oils and its wonderful wines ~ a honeymoon here is heaven on earth! 

The peninsula of Istria, Croatia, is so packed with seductive, centuries-old hill towns ~ all 
stone archways, winding streets and secret gardens, cascading olive groves and amazing 
vineyards on the hilltops. Oprtalj, settled on a hilltop on the northern side of Istria’s Mima 
River valley, is a small town with history starting in the ancient times and boasting an 
abundance of monuments from the middle ages. Many believe that Oprtalj is the most Tuscan- 
like of all Istrian towns. Besides its rich cultural heritage, down in Mirnuy Valley Livade, is 
Istria's capita I of truffles, and their olive oils which are produced around Oprtalj Ipsa and 
Zigantc, regularly make it into the World's best 20 olive oils selected by Flos Olei. Their olive 
oils come in more flavors, colors and consistencies than you 'll know what to do with. Among 
the loveliest towns to see is the bustling Motor un (famous for its annual international film 
festival). With its elegant system of towers, wails, gaits {art! piazzas is a striking example of 
Venetian colonial architecture. Sightseeing i:i Motovtm / . a trip to the past when the town was 
part of the Venetian empire: 14th century stone ikirs{ Venice's symbol: stand sentry over the 
town gates and coats of arms adorn the building*. Other fdghiigi ‘be renaissance 

Municipal Palace, the largest secnfttt btuldingcalk around 
the town walls of Motovtm: see the sweep:;— views ; vine: ■ ri;aipr*.J: * lotovuu's 
fine Terun and Malvasija wine and rite forests : on; : and Mack 

truffles. Perched on u hill high above the. i om- • Hey, : 'rttztijtin is a I4ti: entury 

Venetian fortress, known now as Town of Artists ~ an arts colony, where in 1905, painters, 
sculptors and musicians have come to live and work to restore its crumbling stone buildings. 
Later on the International Cultural Centre of Jeunesses M usicales(,training program for 
musicians) was set up in Groznjan and the town's renaissance began. Painters, potters and 
carvers followed the musicians, installing studios and galleries along site crooked cobblestone 
lanes. You must visit the very romantic Dubrovnik with its seafront gardens, vistas of the 
medieval center that will sometimes stop you in your trucks - literally ~ on the short walk to 
town. Once you’re there, stroll along the ancient city walls. The walk along the city walls 
takes about an hour ~ if you happen to he Game of Thrones funs, you 'll notice bits and pieces 
of King's Landing at every tarn. Yes, this city is that set! Old town Dubrovnik is fail afh idden 
gems, in the truest sense. Some of the best jewelry stores are tacked into the most improbable 
nooks and crannies. The signature gold filigree pieces are devustatingiy beautiful! Another 
can't-miss shopping stop is the 14th-century Franciscan pharmacy ~ Monastery of the Little 
Brothers. It's the third oldest European apothecary, and it still sells fresh hatches of herbal 
remedies. ' — ~ 


OprfoH 


Motovun 


Dubrovnik 
























Coming in May of 201? 


Behind Packing House Doors: 

Voices of Watsonville's Croatian Community 


Led by 

Donna Mekis, Kathy Mekis Miller, and Sandy Lydon 



Join the Mekis sisters and Cabrillo College historian Sandy Lydon for a day we hope you will 
never forget. 


If you've read Blossoms Into Gold, it's now time to come and take a look.The day will begin 

with a talk and slide presentation by Kathy and Donna. 

The talk will be followed by a walking and bus tour of Main Street, Walker Street, packing sheds, 
graveyards, and Gizdich Ranch. The day will end with a glass of Croatian wine, and dinner cooked 
by Peter Kovacich served in a vineyard overlooking the Pajaro Valley. This is your chance to join 
the Mekis sisters, accompanied by Sandy Lydon (who will put our Croatian story into the larger 
context) on a tour that will bring back the vibrant memories and tastes of our Croatian heritage. 

Donna, Kathy, and Sandy will show you how the Croatians revolutionized agriculture in our 
county, and set the precedent for using new agricultural methods throughout California. 

Saturday, May 17,2014 

9:30 am - 6:00 pm, followed by a Croatian dinner at John and Jelka Basor's home 
$140 per person including class, bus transportation, dinner and wine 
This tour is limited to 50 people. Last year's tour sold out in 1 week! 



A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT?? 


Take advantage of this special early registration offer 
for SACO members, family and friends 

The early registration deadline is Mon., Jan. 13 (postmarked). 

Make checks payable to: Donna Mekis, and please include the following information: 
Number and names of attendees, email addresses, mailing addresses & phone numbers. 
Mail checks to: Donna Mekis 

1325 Laurel St, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Details of the tour will be mailed in February. 

For questions, contact Donna at: Donna@Mekis.net 

In mid-January, registration will opened to the general public, 

through Sandy Lydon's website at www.sandylydon.com 

Must be 21 or older to register please.... great Croatian wines being served! 


















Donna Mekis, co-author of Blossoms Into Gold, holds degrees in Anthropology and Education 
from UC Santa Cruz. She has had a forty-year career in higher education, working both at UC 
Santa Cruz and Cabrillo College. 

Kathy Mekis Miller, co-author of Blossoms Into Gold, did her undergraduate and graduate work 
at UC Berkeley. She and her husband opened Sun Shops in Santa Cruz in 1971 and the Santa Cruz 
Chamber of Commerce honored it as 2009 Business of the Year. 


Sandy Lydon grew up in Hollister and is Historian Emeritus at Cabrillo College, where he has 
been teaching since 1968. He has taught and written widely on the history of the Monterey Bay 
Region, and is particularly fond of highlighting the connections between regional communities 
Find Sandy on the web at: www.sandvlvdon.com 



Breaking News 


Kathy and Donna are excited to announce that Blossoms Into Gold: The Croatians in the Pajaro 
Valley is now available at Algebra Bookshop, Stradun, Dubrovnik. 


Blossoms Into Gold is currently being translated into the Croatian language, and will be published 
by Matica Hrvatska in Dubrovnik by the end of 2014. 


The English edition of Blossoms Into Gold is still available for sale at vvww.hlossomsintogold.com. 
Gizdich Ranch, Crossroads Books, and Bookshop Santa Cruz. 



Happy 


Holiday* 


Behind^ Packing House Poors Group 


Behind^ Packing^ House Poors Dinner 
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Rosetta Stone Language | 

Come learn a second language and communicate with the world! Rosetta Stone is the #1 language-learning 
software that adapts to your individual needs and skills, because you drive the program with your progress. 

Languages available to leaem: Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Dutch, English (American), English (British), 

Filipino (Tagalog), French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, Irish, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latin, Persian 
(Farsi), Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Russian, Spanish (Latin America), Spanish (Spain), Swedish, Turkish, 

Vietnamese. Learn from anywhere ! 

Limited seats available (sign up at Green Valley Office) ( Speed Test htt p:/7speedtest.trstone.com / 

LOG IN Int p ivV pv-Lrsd.roscUasionccl assrourn.coin- y u j 


Croatian - Conversational 

There are many people in Watsonville and in Santa Cruz County whose ancestors came from Croatia. This 
class will teach basic conversational Croatian, vocabulary, conversation, greetings, and everyday 
expressions, as well as introduce students to the country of Croatia, its culture (food, music, customs, etc,), 
as well as the Croatian influence in the Pajaro Valley for over 140 years. 

Aptos High School, (TBA) 100 Mariner Way, Aptos 
Tues 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Basor 
Session I: Aug 2! - Oct 16 $90 
Session 2: Oct 23 - Dec 18 $90 


© 2013-20X4 Watsonville / Aptos Adult Education 

294 Green Valley Road, Watsonville, California 95076 
831 786*2160 Phone 


Croatian teacher. John Basor is teaching Croatian • Basic Conversational at the Aptos 
High School. John was so amazed and overw helmed at the response of the class, that there 
was so much interest! Most of the students are middle-aged or older, the children and 
grandchildren of Croatian immigrants w ho began arriving in the U.S. in the late 1800’s. 

Thank yon John forgiving them the opportunity to learn about the basic Croatian 
language as well as Croatia's culture - it's beautiful music, customs and of course the 
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Pajaro Valley Unified School District 

294 Green Valley Road - Watsonville, California 95076 

831*786-2100 Phone 
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JELKA BASOB 

Manager 


40 Brennan St 
Watsonville, CA 95076 U.SJV. 
CST# 1013114-10 
vAvwJVdriaticTravelAgency.com 


Tel: (831) 728-7766 
(800) 488-7565 
Fax: (831) 728-0379 
E-mail; AddaticJB@nnr.rtnm 


WARTY FRANICH 

FORD - IINCOLN - MERCURY 
550 Aim Cemer Drive ■ waaorMDe, CA 95076 
Bus: (Ml) 722-4161 • Ftt (831) 724*1851 
CAUJl nxVy>ftnfran! chford.com 


ROCKY FRANICH 

president 




Built'°Last 





CA ORE 101265436 


Spomenka Zaninovich 

Owner/Broker 

DIRECT: 831.840*5519 FAX: 831.763-9730 
www.pajarodunes4u.com 
Sp0menka2@yah00.COm -r~[^ - 
QPajaro Dunes 

2661 Beach Rd. Bldg. 2. Watsonville, CA 95076 

























